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VENEZUELA. 

By  Consul  Thomas  "VV.  Voetter,  L,a  Gnaira,  Ai»ril  7. 

The  year  1914  inherited  from  the  preceding  year  a  situation  which 
was  unfavorable  and  which  gave  few  hopes  for  immediate  improve- 
ment in  the  commercial  situation  of  Venezuela.  This  general  feel- 
ing among  the  commercial  classes  was  due  to  the  uncertainty  as  to 
developments  of  local  political  conditions.  The  larger  merchants 
felt  that  caution  should  be  exercised  in  granting  and  extending  cred- 
its to  purchasers,  and  no  effort  was  made  to  keep  as  large  stocks  of 
goods  on  hand  as  usual. 

There  was  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  amount  and  value  of 
exported  articles,  due  both  to  poorer  crop  returns  and  somewhat 
lower  prices  abroad  than  for  the  previous  year.  The  value  of  the 
exports  from  the  entire  country  fell  from  $17,717,757  for  the  first 
six  months  of  1913  to  $14,557,791  for  the  same  period  of  1914.  The 
imports  for  the  corresponding  periods  were  valued  at  $8,824,803 
for  1914  and  $9,849,664  for  1913.  The  statistical  data  covering 
imports  and  exports  for  the  second  half  of  1914  are  not  yet  available, 
but  they  will  undoubtedly  show  a  large  decrease  on  account  of  the 
European  war,  the  outbreak  of  which  affected  this  country  seriously. 

Effect  of  War  on  Shipping. 

The  effect  of  the  war  may  be  shown  by  the  following  shipping  sta- 
tistics. These  figures,  for  the  port  of  La  Guaira,  as  furnished  by  the 
La  Guaira  Harbor  Corporation  (Ltd.)  show  the  flag  of  vessels  arriv- 
ing with  cargo  and  the  weight  of  cargo  landed,  in  metric  tons  of 
2,204.6  pounds  each,  during  the  first  seven  months  of  1914  and  for 
the  last  five  months  of  the  year : 


Flag. 


American 
British... 
German  . . 
French . . . 

Dutch 

Spanish . . 


Jan. -J  nly 


Ves- 
sels. 


Tons. 


14,216 
4,21S 
3,642 

737 
9,712 

462 


Aug.-Dec. 


Ves- 
sels. 


Tons. 


7,245 
3,111 


406 

1,424 

266 


Flag. 


Italian 

Danish 

Norwegian 
Swedish . . . 


Total . 


Jan. -July. 


Ves- 
sels. 


Tons. 


913 

9 

1,401 

24 


35, 334 


Aug.-Dec. 


Ves- 
sels. 


379 

272 
1,264 


14,367 


The  flags  of  the  vessels  indicate  rather  exactly  the  countries  from 
which  the  merchandise  was  shipped,  with  the  exception  that  the 
Scandinavian  boats  mentioned  last  were  chartered  by  American  lines 
and  their  cargoes  may  be  added  to  those  brought  by  the  American 
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boats.    Exports  from  La  Guaira  for  the  year,  indicated  in  the  same 
manner,  were  as  follows : 


Flag. 

January-  July. 

August-December. 

Ves  els. 

Tons. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

29 
14 
17 
19 

42 

7 
7 
2 

2,249 
14 
5,027 
4,409 
3,588 

440 

401 
1 

22 
5 

1,947 
5 

Briti-h 

10 
9 
5 
7 
2 

522 

Dutcb 

432 

440 

Italian                                                        

139 

Total 

137 

16, 138 

60                   3. 490 

' 

Imports  at  La  Guaira. 

The  character  of  the  imports  at  La  Guaira  during  the  two  periods 
is  shown  by  the  following  table: 


Articles. 


General  merchandise . 

Hardware 

Provisions  and  liquors 

Kerosene 

Other  oils 

Timber  

Cement 


January- 
July. 

August- 
Decem- 
ber. 

Tons. 

Tom. 

7,843 

2,804 

2,142 

1,367 

10, 363 

5,733 

1,804 

796 

349 

107 

2,058 

>  03 

3, 343 

577 

Articles. 


Coal 

Machinery 

Railway  and   tramway  ma 
terials 

Total 


January- 
July. 


Tons. 
4,402 
759 

2,170 


35, 233 


August- 
Decem- 
ber. 


Tons. 
1,470 
273 

537 

14, 467 


One  result  of  the  great  diminutions  of  imports  was  that  merchants 
at  the  end  of  1914  had  small  stocks  compared  with  previous  years, 
and  when  business  again  reaches  normal  imports  will  increase  cor- 
respondingly. 

Imports  into  Venezuela. 

The  latest  year  for  which  statistics  are  available  showing  countries 
of  origin  of  the  principal  imports  into  the  whole  of  Venezuela  is 
1013.  The  following  were  the  principal  imports  into  the  country 
and  their  total  value  for  that  year  and  the  amounts  from  the  prin- 
cipal supplying  countries : 


Articles. 


Agricultural  implements  and 

accessories 

Arms  and  ammunition 

Automobiles 

Bagging 

Beer 

Biscuits 

Bottles 

Butter 

Canned  meats 

Carbonic  acid  gas 

(  <'IKO!lt 



Coal 

Confectionery 



oods 

Cotton  Knit  goods 

Drags  as  

Earthenware  and  crockery... 

.1  apparatus  and  ac- 
cessories   


Total. 


$291,843 
265, 574 

300, 519 
84,438 
132,007 
114,782 

12 
10,375 

L19   i;i 

t'3,331 
3,907,726 

62, 152 
165, 195 


United 
States. 


SCO,  240 

124,691 

135, 480 

4,661 

998 

98, 193 

1,122 

104,016 

62, 146 

624 

47,143 

731 

12,019 

942 

1,352 
142,24(3 


Great 
Britain. 


$146,072 

18,608 

18, 098 

269, 248 

10, 425 

19,017 

9,  405 

',777 

1 1 .  256 

588 

23, 324 

86,  875 
16,787 
9,685 

1,595,354 

10, 120 

36, 489 

8,609 

5,161 


France. 


$1,145 

5,045 

28,526 

346 


1,938 
351 

32,  769 
13, 412 


135 
1,13S 


9,866 


Germany. 


$20, 300 

23, 57S 
3,523 
0,  420 

34, 326 
9,994 

88,869 
116,119 

14,385 
5,983 

18,412 
3,814 
4,449 
5,943 


137,018 

155,  £05 
1,641 

341 


85,673 

30, 836 

5,197 


Nether- 
lands. 


521,  S33 
20, 915 
16,841 

18, 638 

1,758 

14.811 

63,508 

3,169 

3, 180 

62.  853 
10,877 

7,513 

501 

399,092 

21,775 

16,022 

7,544 

4,137 
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Articles. 


Total. 


United 
States. 


Flour 

Gold  coin 

Hams 

Iron  and  manufactures  of: 

Domestic  wares 

Manufactures,  n.  e.  s 

Unfinished 

Tubes , 

Lamps,  lanterns,  and  acces- 
sories  

Leather 

Malt 

Nails 

Oils: 

Engine 

Kerosene 

Linseed 

Olive 

Crude  petroleum 

Olives  and  capers 

Paints: 

Ordinary 

Enamel  and  colors 

Paper: 

Printing 

Other 

Perfumery 

Powder  and  dynamite 

Railroad  materials 

Rice 

Sardines 

Silver  coin , 

Spices 

Stearin  

Tobacco 

Tin  pent ine 

Vegetables,  dried 

Wall  paper 

Window  glass 

Wines  and  liquors 

Wire: 

Barbel 

Galvanized-iron 

Woolen  goods 


81,282,191 

1,568,810 

88, 654 

166, 132 
247, 398 
129,309 
12S, 402 
34, 223 

209, 132 
47,087 
42.S06 

22, 969 
266, 599 

25, 185 

103,824 

1,255 

13, 351 

37,948 
26,999 

44,363 
117,335 
124,999 

23,940 
365, 8S4 
288, 007 
221,318 

38, 600 

45, 809 
366, 378 

11, 928 
6,625 

11,249 
5, 519 

14,  732 
313, 758 

132, 651 
23,180 
222, 516 


$1,273,579 

1,471,798 

85, 491 

10,536 
114,312 
82,630 
85, 047 
18,669 

68,174 

144 

13, 405 

16,686 

263,285 

6,372 

494 

1,121 

852 

18,184 
6,123 

43,945 
23,312 

24,705 

7,222 

102,077 

16,281 
3,855 


32, 738 
2,281 
7,422 
5, 093 
972 
1,614 
2,349 

12, 581 

131,441 
14, 750 

4,839 


Great 
Britain. 


$8, 612 

97,012 

724 

23,082 
71,082 
29, 655 
38, 000 
1,729 

1,815 


11,970 

3,220 
3,314 
5,252 
4,784 
52 
1,043 

7,072 
765 


4,606 
15, 665 
3,377 
149,377 
9,734 
9, 835 


580 


1,410 

302 

1,682 

41 

63 

23, 613 

878 

1,403 

134, 163 


France. 


$610 

890 

19,114 

152 


1,445 
88, 000 


3,392 
160 


244 
13,350 


3,264 


211 
5,576 


272 
53,143 


307 

14,104 
38,  GOO 

584 


5, 223 

61 

308 

92, 297 


28, 653 


Germany. 


$782 

93,551 
29,  GS0 
9, 870 
3,235 
9,228 

44, 051 
40, 843 
9,306 

1,022 


10,  400 

320 

24 

96 

10, 653 
12,088 

314 
48, 502 
13,089 
12,690 
10,102 
106,088 
115,494 


3,942 
1,364 
1,974 
570 
2,221 
2, 381 
5,936 
33,814 

270 
5,754 
32,  403 


Nether- 
lands. 


$573 

37, 241 
8,064 
2,912 


2,875 
5,718 


3,472 
197 


2,911 
4,120 


1,966 

1,749 
2,447 

104 
10,421 
17,931 

643 

43,955 

150,980 

21,424 


3,020 

283, 620 

55 


410 

264 

5,041 

28, 553 


1,273 
10, 193 


Exports  to  United  States. 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  value  of  the  exports  invoiced  at  the 
consulate  at  La  Guaira  and  the  agencies  at  Caracas,  Carupano,  and 
Ciudad  Bolivar  for  the  United  States  during  1914  compared  with 
1913.  The  following  table  shows  the  articles  and  their  value  in- 
voiced for  the  United  States  at  these  places  for  the  two  years: 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

LA  GUAIRA. 

$7,  454 
32S,694 
114,242 

21,138 
232,363 

29, 690 

11,738 
4,002 

CARUPANO. 

$47, 920 

9,700 

583 

S79, 097 

Hides,  cattle,  sun  dried 

All  other  articles 

$396,302 
28, 228 

15,328 

Coffee 

Total 

58,209 

208, 154 

23, 876 

97, 516 

CIUDAD   BOLIVAR. 

220, 49G 

5,427 

7,665 

20, 403 

1,461 

24,980 

3S/J35 

67,643 

47G, 473 

153,021 

1,506 

10, 8G2 

05S, 126 

749,381 

4,392 

Chicle 

219,014 
140,668 

14.S28 
4,265 

300,716 

142, 1S4 

16,863 

276 

3,400 

7,737 

CARACAS. 

19,715 

Coffee 

Gold 

3,325 

558,028 

Skins 

173,959 

3,932 

13,788 
059 

523 

14,115 

1,029 

Total 

Total 

392, 890 

403, 739 

1,030,951 

1,200,400 
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The  exports  invoiced  at  La  Guaira  for  Porto  Rico  during  1914 
were  valued  at  $243  representing  cinematograph  films.  There  were 
also  $1,980  worth  of  cocoa  invoiced  for  the  island  through  the  Caru- 
pano  agency. 

Some  of  the  increased  exports  to  the  United  States  are  for  re- 
export if  conditions  are  favorable.  This  may  be  said  of  the  coba- 
dilla  from  La  Guaira  and  some  of  the  coffee  from  La  Guaira  and 
Caracas.  The  increase  in  the  exports  of  chicle  from  Ciudad  Bolivar 
is  due  to  the  greater  activity  in  the  gathering  of  this  gum  there.  A 
further  increase  may  be  looked  for  if  conditions  continue  favorable. 
The  decrease  in  the  exports  of  feathers  from  Ciudad  Bolivar  is  due 
to  the  new  law  against  importation  of  certain  plumage  into  the 
United  States. 
New  Constitution  Adopted — Mining  Operations. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  year  a  new  constitution  was  adopted 
by  Venezuela.  One  of  the  provisions  of  this  new  instrument  is  di- 
rected against  the  granting  of  monopolies.  While  this  provision 
has  not  cancelled  contracts  entered  into  in  the  past  it  has  served  to 
prevent  the  granting  of  exclusive  privileges  since  its  adoption.  The 
Government  has  also  taken  over  the  sale  of  postage,  fiscal,  and  ciga- 
rette stamps,  which  sales  were  formerly  given  out  for  fixed  sums. 
One  effect  has  been  to  encourage  the  establishment  of  many  new 
cigarette  factories  in  the  capital  and  other  places. 

Despite  the  unfavorable  general  conditions  considerable  attention 
was  given  during  the  year  to  the  development  of  gold  mining  in  the 
Guiana  section,  and  some  of  the  new  mines  have  yielded  satisfac- 
torily. There  have  been  rumors  for  man;/  years  of  the  finding  of 
diamonds  in  that  part  of  Venezuela  or  in  the  Orinoco  Valley.  These 
rumors  have  been  verified  by  the  exhibition  of  specimens  found.  So 
far  as  known,  no  examination  of  that  section  has  been  made  by  ex- 
perts familiar  with  the  industry  of  diamond  mining. 

Railway  and  Steamship  Communication. 

During  the  year  but  very  little  was  done  in  the  way  of  extending 
means  of  communication  in  this  district.  The  Central  Railway  was 
extended  a  few  miles  southward  from  its  former  terminus,  and  but 
little  work  was  done  on  the  various  wagon  roads  projected  by  the 
Government. 

By  way  of  improving  communication  with  foreign  countries  one 
new  line  was  established  with  the  United  States  during  the  year. 
The  Seeberg  Steamship  Line,  of  Mobile,  inaugurated  sailings  to 
Venezuela,  and  several  steamers  touched  at  La  Guaira,  bringing  prin- 
cipally flour  and  rice.  The  scarcity  of  steamers  since  the  beginning 
of  the  war  diverted  many  of  the  boats  of  this  line  to  other  uses,  and 
the  freight  formerly  brought  by  the  boats  of  the  Seeberg  Line  is  now 
taken  from  the  United  States  to  Colon  and  there  transferred  to  boats 
of  other  lines  for  this  port.  The  new  movement  has  served  to  place 
the  importers  of  Venezuela  in  touch  with  a  new  part  of  the  United 
States,  all  imports  formerly  having  been  via  New  York. 
Conditions  Following  Breaking  Out  of  War. 

For  a  short  time  after  the  commencement  of  the  European  war 
commercial  a  Hairs  were  in  a  confusing  state.  Many  of  the  exporters 
had  credits  in  Europe  on  which  they  could  not  realize.  Purchase  and 
sale  of  drafts  were  cliflicult,  and  at  times  drafts  on  the  United  States 
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were  practically  unobtainable  and  at  other  times  only  in  limited 
amounts  and  at  high  rates.  By  the  end  of  the  year  the  situation  in 
this  respect  "was  much  better,  and,  due  to  the  large  shipments  of  the 
crop  maturing  at  the  end  of  the  year,  merchants  now  have  balances 
in  their  favor  in  the  United  States,  and  exchange  is,  as  it  usually  is 
at  this  time  of  the  year,  a  little  below  par. 

The  foreign  payments  of  the  Government  have  been  met,  and 
though  there  were  slight  dela}*s  in  remitting  some  payments,  it  was 
through  difficulties  in  the  exchange  situation  altogether.  In  all 
other  respects  the  interest  payments  were  punctually  made. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  cocoa  and  coffee  crops  gave  promise  of 
being  very  good,  and  though  all  the  markets  of  the  world  are  not 
open  as  usual,  yet  the  prices  obtained  for  these  chief  products  are 
good,  and  this  offers  a  good  foundation  for  future  prosperity. 

MARACAIBO. 

By  Consul  George  Kenneth  Donald,  April  22. 

The  consular  district  of  Maracaibo  comprises  the  four  States  of 
Merida,  Tachira,  Trujillo,  and  Zulia,  with  an  area  of  41,746  square 
miles  and  a  population  (estimated  Aug.  31,  1914)  of  593,170,  or  14.25 
per  square  mile,  distributed  as  follows:  Merida,  108,105;  Tachira, 
124,596;  Trujillo,  177,855;  and  Zulia,  182,614. 

The  Department  of  Santander,  in  Colombia,  whence  comes  the 
well-known    "  Cucuta "    coffee,   is    also    commercially    tributary    to 
Maracaibo. 
limited  Purchasing  Power  of  the  People — Principal  Products. 

The  purchasing  power  of  this  population  is  not  comparable  to  a 
similar  number  in  the  United  States,  the  vast  majority  being  peons, 
with  a  wage  in  the  cities  of  about  80  cents  per  day  and  in  the  coun- 
try usually  30  cents  and  board.  The  women  earn  an  average  of 
about  $3  per  month.  Their  clothing  is  of  the  gaudiest  and  cheapest 
cotton  prints,  and  sandals  largely  take  the  place  of  shoes.  Their  diet 
is  almost  entirely  plantain  and  rice. 

Coffee  is  by  far  the  leading  product  of  this  district,  being  90.8  per 
cent  of  the  total  exports  in  1913.  Hides  formed  2.8  per  cent  and 
cocoa  1.1  per  cent  of  the  exports  in  the  same  year.  Rice,  cotton,  and 
corn  are  raised  in  comparatively  small  quantities,  and  for  local  con- 
sumption only,  as  are  also  coconuts,  the  oil  of  which  is  used  for 
many  purposes. 
Principal  Cities  and  Their  Population — Industries. 

The  chief  cities  of  the  district,  with  their  population  according  to  the 
census  of  1891,  are:  Merida,  State  of  Merida,  13,366;  Rubio,  Tachira, 
12,229;  San  Cristobal,  Tachira,  16,797;  Betijoque,  Trujillo,  10,159; 
Bocono,  Trujillo,  13,233;  Trujillo,  Trujillo,  10,481;  Valera,  Trujillo, 
5,473;  and  Maracaibo,  Zulia,  34,740. 

The  interior  is  interesting  to  the  American  exporter  only  as  an 
indirect  market,  for  it  is  generally  considered  the  better  policy  to 
leave  this  territory  to  the  large  importers  at  Maracaibo,  who  either 
have  agencies  in  the  larger  towns  or  cover  it  thorough!}7  with 
salesmen. 

Maracaibo  is  situated  on  the  lake  of  the  same  name,  and  despite 
the  impediment  of  an  11-foot  bar,  its  strategic  commercial  situation 
as  the  only  available  outlet  for  a  large  agricultural  and  mining  coun- 
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try  has  given  it  an  importance  which  it  will  never  lose.  It  has  now 
a  population  of  well  over  50,000,  and  in  1913  was  first  of  Venezuelan 
ports  in  value  of  exports  and  second  in  imports.  There  are  located 
here  4  soap  factories,  2  powder  mills,  2  oil  mills,  3  tanneries,  4 
sawmills,  2  hat  factories,  2  shoe  factories,  and  a  modern  brewery. 
Manufacturing,  however,  is  only  of  local  importance  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  brewery,  whose  product  is  sent  to  all  parts  of  Venezuela 
and  to  eastern  Colombia. 
Shipping  Facilities. 

The  Red  "  D  "  Line  maintains  a  regular  service  of  American  ships 
between  New  York  and  this  port.  Shipments  from  Europe  either 
come  direct  in  sailing  vessels  or  transshipped  at  Curasao  and  La 
Guaira  from  the  Koyal  Dutch  West  India  Mail,  the  French  Line, 
and  the  Italian  Line,  "  La  Veloce." 

The  Seeberg  Line  sent  one  steamer  here  late  last  year,  but  its  arrival 
was  so  delayed  that  the  cargo  destined  for  it  was  sent  by  other  chan- 
nels, and  since  then  it  seems  to  have  abandoned  this  port,  rather  to 
the  disappointment  of  several  merchants  who  have  evinced  a  desire 
to  deal  directly  with  the  Gulf  ports. 

Besides  the  foreign  trade  there  is  a  large  coastwise  and  lake  traffic 
of  steamers  and  innumerable  sailing  vessels.  A  considerable  per- 
centage of  the  imports  from  Europe  is  concealed  in  this  coastwise 
trade,  because  of  the  necessity  of  transshipment  at  La  Guaira  from 
the  French  Line. 
Extension  of  Sugar  Plants. 

Very  little  construction  of  any  kind  was  done  during  the  3Tear.  A 
Spanish  company  of  Barcelona,  La  Hispano  Venezolana,  began  the 
erection  of  a  thread  and  textile  mill  at  Alta  Gracia  near  Maracaibo, 
using  concrete  blocks  for  the  foundations,  but  work  on  this  has  been 
stopped  indefinitely.  However,  the  greatest  activity  has  been  shown 
by  the  sugar  centrales,  three  of  them  importing  modern  machinery. 
iThe  Venezuela  Sugar  Co.  is  installing  an  800-ton  capacity  sugar 
mill  which  they  bought  second  hand  in  Louisiana  and  has  finished  the 
construction  of  an  8-mile  railroad  from  the  mill  to  Bobures,  a  lake 
port,  where  it  has  a  pier  with  11  feet  of  water.  The  La  Ceiba  Sugar 
Co.  bought  a  second-hand  plant  in  Porto  Rico,  which  it  is  now  erect- 
ing. The  Central  Azucarero  del  Zulia  purchased  its  machinery  in 
Belgium  and  is  making  every  preparation  for  its  installation,  import- 
ing man}'  accessories  from  the  United  States.  These  companies  are 
working  with  feverish  haste  to  take  advantage  of  the  present  high 
market  and  are  most  optimistic  as  to  the  future  of  the  industry,  de- 
claring that  sugar  will  soon  be  a  close  rival  of  coffee. 

Operation  of  Railroads. 

There  are  three  railroads  in  the  district,  with  a  total  length  of 
144.78  miles  and  with  a  capital  of  $3,478,000.  None  of  them  touches 
at  Maracaibo.  The  Ferrocarril  de  la  Ceiba  is  from  La  Ceiba  to 
Roncavolo  and  Motatan  in  Zulia  and  has  a  length  of  50  miles  and 
capitalized  at  $1,544,000.  The  Tachira  Railroad  in  the  States  of  Zulia 
and  Tachira  is  71  miles  long  with  a  capital  of  $1,351,000.  The  Santa 
Barbara  a  El  Vigia  Railroad  in  Zulia,  capitalized  at  $583,000,  is  11.2 
miles  in  length.  That  these  roads  enjoyed  a  prosperous  year  may  be 
seen  by  comparing  the  following  statistics  of  1913  and  1914,  which 


VENEZUELA M  AE  AC  AIBO . 


show  the  number  of  passengers  and  the  amount  of  freight,  in  kilos 
(1  kilo=2.2  pounds),  transported,  and  the  gross  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures : 


Railway. 

Passengers. 

Freight. 

Gross  receipts. 

Expenditures. 

1913 

1914 

1913 

1914 

1913 

1914 

1G13 

1914 

La  Ceiba  Railroad  ... 

Tacbira  Railroad 

Santa  Barbara  a  El 
Vigia  Railroad. .  ,    , 

No. 

5,392 

9,091 

3,377 

No. 
6,26S 
9,506 

2,S98 

Kilos. 
17,245,928 

18,200,858 

11,615,439 

Kilos. 
18, 150, 234 
19,361,533 

13,00.3,864 

35172,509 
296,020 

70, 302 

S216, 575 
301, SOO 

91, 750 

$116, 329 
1  IS,  996 

41,837 

8115,680 
151,500 

60, 950 

Total 

17,  S60 

18,672 

47, 062, 225 

50,517,636 

538, 331 

610, 125 

307, 162 

328, 130 

The  number  of  passengers  carried  increased  4.5  per  cent;  freight, 
7.34  per  cent;  gross  receipts,  13.23  per  cent;  and  expenditures,  6.83 
per  cent.     These  gains  were  probably  due  to  the  increased  shipments 
of  coffee. 
Mining  Operations. 

Mining  is  still  largely  in  the  prospecting  stage,  the  most  active 
perhaps  being  the  Caribbean  Petroleum  Co.,  an  American  corpora- 
tion which  has  discovered  oil  in  large  quantities  and  should  soon  be 
exporting  its  product.  The  Venezuela  Oil  Concessions  (Ltd.)  (Brit- 
ish) is  also  making  progress.  The  Caribbean  Coal  Co.  has  had  engi- 
neers on  its  properties  north  of  Maracaibo  throughout  the  year  and 
has  about  completed  the  preliminary  work.  If  its  plans  meet  the 
approval  of  the  Government,  it  expects  to  build  a  railroad  from  its 
mines  to  the  small  port  of  Cojoro,  which  is  outside  the  Maracaibo 
bar,  deepening  and  enlarging  the  harbor. 

Besides  petroleum  and  coal,  which  are  the  minerals  that  can  be 
worked  most  profitably,  there  are  8  copper,  1  argentiferous  lead,  and 
10  asphalt  mines  in  the  district. 

Exports  to  United  States. 

The  exports  to  the  United  States  during  1914  according  to  invoices 
certified  at  the  Maracaibo  consulate  were  valued  at  $7,2S2,917  com- 
pared with  $6,035,714  for  1913.  The  articles  and  their  value  in- 
voiced for  the  United  States  and  Porto  Rico  for  the  two  years  were 
as  follows: 


Articles. 

1913 

1914 

Articles. 

1913 

1914 

TO  UNITED  STATES. 

Bark: 

SS91 

119 

3,6S6 

114, 136 

5, 484, 897 

37,  SOo 

15, 705 

8,385 

289, 486 

60,534 

4,97S 

5 

3.420 

$92 

201 

3,880 

52, 737 

6,S64,908 

19, 461 

13, 868 

TO  UNITED  STATES— Con. 

Wood— cont  inued . 

S550 
1,967 
973 
1,439 
2, 404 
4,233 

$1,053 

3,037 

4,235 

Miscellaneous 

Wool 

1,805 

Coffee 

2,213 

2,561 

Total 

Fustic 

6,035,714 

7, 2S2, 917 

236,676 

62, 540 

5,347 
2,502 

3,272 

2,523 

TO  PORTO  RICO. 

Skins: 

Goat 

3,079 
1, 352 

217 

Deer,  calf,  etc 

8,371 

Wood: 

Hides  

34 

Box 

Total 

Gatoado 

4,848 

8,405 
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3  1262  08485  5104 


The  total  exports  to  the  United  States  showed  an  increase  of 
20.G6  per  cent,  this  gain  being  due  to  the  large  coffee  crop.  There 
were  56,292,853  pounds  of  coffee,  valued  at  $6,864,908,  exported  to 
the  United  States  in  1914,  as  compared  with  43.071.137  pounds, 
valued  at  $5,484,897,  in  1913,  or  an  increase  in  weight  of  30.G9  per 
cent  and  value  of  25  per  cent.  The  average  value  per  pound  was 
slightly  less  in  1911 — 12.19  cents,  compared  to  12.5  cents  in  1913.  The 
exports  of  hides  decreased  18.24  per  cent;  cacao,  53.8  per  cent; 
copaiba,  48.7  per  cent. 

Exports  of  wood  goods  increased  from  $8,349  to  $15,931.  The 
district  abounds  in  all  kinds  of  beautiful  and  useful  woods.  The 
gateado  mentioned  above  is  the  Astroniura  graveolens.  It  is  hard 
and  takes  a  beautiful  finish.  Mora,  or  Dlmorphandra  exedsa,  is  a 
very  heavy,  close-grained  red  wood. 

There  were  no  exports  to  Hawaii  or  the  Philippines. 
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